
CHAPTER XIV 

GOOD OLD TIMES 

Look now abroad: another race has filled 
These populous borders; wide the wood recedes, 
And towns shoot up, and fertile realms are tilled; 
The land is full of harvests and green meads; 
Streams numberless, that many a fountain feeds, 
Shine disembowered, and give to sun and breeze 
Their virgin waters; the full region leads 
New colonies forth, that, toward the Western seas, 
Spread like a rapid flame among the autumnal trees. 

WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT. 

The turn of the eighteenth century was to the people of New Eng
land like the awakening from a bad dream. The battle with the 
forest was won. They looked forward to enduring peace and se
curity for themselves and their children in the homes they had 
established. The rapid growth in population increased the value 
of their lands and gave them neighbors on every hand. The older 
towns to the south and east were full and overflowing. The west
ward migrations to Vermont and York state had commenced. There 
was talk of turnpikes and canals that would shorten distance and 
lighten the burdens of transportation. In 1799 the Third New 
Hampshire Turnpike, that was to place Jaffrey on one of the great 
thoroughfares of the world, was chartered and in the following three 
years it was built and opened to traffic. 

Beside the road in Jaffrey new taverns were built of brick, designed 
for growth and permanence. The Prescott Tavern, built in 1802, 
used more than one hundred thousand brick from the kilns of Jaffrey. 
The Milliken Tavern at the foothills of Monadnock was of like design 
and almost equal capacity. These were signs of courage and of 
wealth that had materialized over night. The hard times following 
the War of Independence, whatever their cost in hardship and suffer
ing, had left no burden of debt. From the direst poverty the people 
were now rich in the essentials of comfortable living. With the mail 
stage, in 1801 came the Post Office. In the first third of the century, 
people who had before lived in low houses and cabins built two-story 
houses of a design and permanence of construction that the archi
tecture of a hundred years has not improved. In this period were 
built many of the finest homesteads in Jaffrey, some of which have 
remained unimpaired in strength and dignity to the present time. 
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The Benjamin Haywood house, now the Sawyer homestead, was built 
in 1816; the John H. Shedd homestead of brick, on the hill near the 
present Cheshire Factory, was built in 1812, and the Brigham Tavern, 
also of brick, was built in 1817. A half dozen houses of wood, of the 
square and sturdy type, were of this period, or a decade or two before. 
Among them, the Frederick A. Stratton homestead, built and occu
pied as a tavern probably as early as 1790; the Amos Stickney house, 

ABOVE: ABEL PARKER HOMESTEAD, OWNED (1933) BY MRS. W. B. CABOT 

BELOW: SUMMER RESIDENCE OF PROFESSOR ERNEST BERNBAUM 

now the Red Mill Inn in East Jaffrey, was built soon after the Revo
lution; The Ark, a humble dwelling one hundred feet in length and 
two stories high, was built in 1806; the Abel Parker homestead in 
Jaffrey Center Village, now the summer home of a descendant of the 
builder, dates from 1803; the Underwood homestead, built soon 
after the Revolution, is of the same type and period with the Ains
worth :Manse at Jaffrey Center. These are all significant of pros
perity and comfort that has not been surpassed in the history of the 
town. The Dakin homestead, now the home of the Misses Mary 
and Kate Fox, and the John Cutter homestead, now the summer 
home of Laurence H. Wetherell, to which may be added the Dea. 
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David Gilmore house, now owned by Lucius Ryce, and the Benja
min Cutter brick house, built in 1830, all in Jaffrey Center, are a 
further evidence of dignity and wholesome living conditions in what 

ABOVE; ANNETT HOMESTEAD BELOW; PRESCOTT HOMESTEAD (1853) 

OWNED (1933) BY B. G. WILSON 

we now look upon as our Good Old Times. The John A. Prescott 
homestead, built in 1828, for nearly seventy years the home of the 
Annett family, is in workmanship and design one of the finest old 
time Jaffrey residences. Other outlying homesteads of the same 



GOOD OLD TIMES 253 

period are the John Bryant brick house, built in 1829 and now the 
summer residence of Mr. and Mrs. Eugene A. Kingman, the Pierce 
homestead, also of brick, improved as a summer home and for many 
years occupied by the distinguished economist, J. Laurence Laughlin. 
The John Conant homestead, built in 1816, on its fine hilltop near 
Monadnock, is one of the distinguished homesteads of former years. 

THE WAR OF 1812 
The War of 1812 was not popular in New England. It interfered 

with business, it infringed upon the rights and liberties of the people, 
it interrupted their foreign trade which had grown to profitable pro
portions. The provocation was great. England, like a domineering 
parent who could not realize that her children were grown up, took 
unwarrantable liberties with American shipping, even to overhauling 
their ships on the high seas and taking off seamen under the pretense 
that they were British subjects. 

In 1806 a British warship fired on the American frigate Chesapeake 
and killed three men. In retaliation for this outrage the American 
government declared an embargo on commerce with England, which, 
if continued, meant disaster to the trade of the New England states. 
From this time a strong movement of opposition to acts of Congress 
in restraint of trade became active all over New England. Smug
gling across the Canadian border was openly winked at by law abiding 
people. Indignation meetings were held in nearly every town in 
which the oppressive acts of the government were debated even to 
hints of secession from the Union. 

On February 23, 1809, a meeting was held in Jaffrey to hear the 
"report of the committee to whom was referred the consideration of 
the perilous situation of the country and the late measures of the 
National and state governments." This committee consisting of 
the Reverend Laban Ainsworth, Benjamin Prescott, Samuel Dakin, 
Benjamin Kingsbury, and Roger Brigham, submitted a strong report, 
without doubt the work of Samuel Dakin, lawyer and town clerk, 
a man of ability with something of the W ebsterian gifts of language 
and speech. The town accepted the report of the committee which 
was a strong indictment of both the National Congress and the legis
lature of the State for the subversive measures recently adopted, and 
while declaring their support of the Constitution and Union with 
their lives and fortunes, they firmly resolved that they could "not ap
prove the policy of such laws as are totally repugnant to the pursuits, 
interests, spirit and enterprize of industrious citizens, annihilate all 
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foreign and internal commerce, create jealousies among the states 
and forcibly alienate the affections of all good citizens from the ad
ministration of their government ... and does not in our oppinion 
accord with the sentiments and feelings of a large majority of the 
citizens of this state." 

The report of the committee, which was a model of clear and forci
ble sentiment, with accompanying resolutions, after "being twice 
deliberately and attentively read and considered was adopted with 
great unanimity, by an unusually full meeting, being only one vote 
in the negative." In furtherance of the object of the meeting, the 
same committee was appointed to draft a memorial to the legislature 
of the State at its next annual session. 

This memorial, adopted March 14, 1809, and forwarded to the 
legislature, being in substance that of the preceding report and reso
lutions adopted by the town, is here given in full as representing the 
spirit and purport of both documents, and a fair specimen of the ac
tions of an interior New England farming town upon great question of 
National policy in the first half century of its municipal existence. 

To the Honorable Senate & House of Representatives of the State of New 
Hampshire-

The Memorial & Petition of the town of Jaffrey in the county of Cheshire in 
said state-

When the Government of a free people becomes oppressive-when those en
trusted with the administration thereof appear to have lost sight of the true in
terests of the community in their pertinaceaous adherence to visionary systems 
& measures-when the strong barriers of the Constitution no longer mark the 
bounds of aspiring ambition, and when the rights & liberties of the People are 
disregarded or trampled under foot-it becomes the solemn duty of every por
tion & member of the community as the first and the most prudent step to express 
unequivocally their sentiments and intentions & by a decent & respectful address 
request of their rulers redress of grieveances & a strict observance of the rights 
& liberties of the People.-

Such a course of proceeding in times of public danger and peril must be attended 
with the most salutary effects. While on the one hand, the minds of the citizens 
are led to examine, ascertain & understand the first principles of Government & 
the rights & liberties secured to them by their GREAT CHARTERS; on the other 
hand, legislators have a clear, deliberate & decisive expression of the will of the 
People upon which to establish & support their measures, and at the same time 
it furnishes a seasonable opportunity to their Government to abandon all such 
measures as are found to be oppressive & inefficacious & thereby to silence the 
murmurs of the people by removing all their just causes of complaint.-

Your memorialists have, in common with their fellow citizens, felt most sensibly 
their portion of the evils under which the American Republic is now suffering. 
They have for fifteen months borne them with much patience and fortitude in 
hopes that the unparalled sufferings of the whole community would have induced 
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Congress at the first opportunity to have afforded relief. But to their utter 
astonishment they have beheld that August Body wearing out a long session in 
fruitless debate and splendid speeches. They have beheld a powerful majority 
of Congress, not like the good Samaritan stoping to enquire after the welfare of 
the citizens, & to pour wine & oil into their lascerated wounds; but like the haughty 
Levite, in all the stateliness of pride keep straight on their course unmindful of 
the piercing cries of the People. And not only so, as if the wounds first given 
were not sufficiently deep, a band of armed soldiers has been dispatched to pierce 
with the points of their bayonets, the nation to its vitals.-

It is not necessary for your memorialists to remind your Honors that in the 
foregoing picture a faint outline is endeavoured to be sketched of the effects of 
the Embargo and its several supplements. They have always been accustomed 
to consider these acts as the most oppressive & ruinous measures of the National 
Government.-

But perhaps the evils of the Gen.era! Embargo, great as they are, might have 
been borne a little longer with patience had not the same arbitrary spirit which 
imposed it, at length broken over the bounds of the Constitution & plunged a 
dagger into the vitals of liberty by enacting the enforcing laws.-When a law is 
made which is evidently salutary & good, it is difficult for your memorialists to 
perceive the propriety of resorting to unconstitutional & oppressive measures to 
enforce it.-But when a law is made whose constitutionality is very questionable, 
the means to enforce it ought certainly to be without a question & not in char
acters the most arbitrary and glaring.-

Your memorialists are & ever have been firmly attached to the Union & to the 
Constitution of the United States & of this State, obedient & submissive to the 
laws of the General Government; and are willing to submit to, and endure many 
personal and local inconveniences for the promotion of the general good. And 
numerous & distressing to them as the consequences of the Embargo laws are, 
could they but discover even a remote prospect of any adequate good effects, they 
would be among the most silent sufferers under & most zealous supporters of those 
laws. But after the most attentive & diligent enquiry through the course of fif
teen months, into their operation & effects not even the remotest prospect of a 
good result is discerned-But on the contrary your memorialists have been com
pelled to witness in the operation of those laws the most ruinous effects on this 
nation while its effects on foreign nations have been even applauded or totally 
disregarded.-

Yet all this while the ears of your memorialists have been amused with the 
syren song that those laws before the rising of Congress would be repealed. And 
while the mock tragedy has been in representation every friend to liberty has 
glowed with expectations that the General Government had at last determined 
to arrest the progress of the monster.-But at length the long expected catas
trophe arrives-the curtain falls & the Tyrant Embargo, attended with all his 
odious train of supplements & enforcing acts is permitted to remain triumphant 
on the stage, having only been stripped of some of his useless outer garments. 

Your memorialists therefore being unable longer to endure their sufferings in 
silence resort to the use of the right secured to them in their Constitution, and 
do most cordially unite with the great body of FREEMEN in these United States 
in respectfully looking up to their Political Fathers for a redress of grievances.-

And considering the neglect with which similar petitions have heretofore been 
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received by the General Government, your memorialists do most fervently & 
humbly pray this Honourable General Court to take into consideration the 
grievances under which they with their fellow citizens are suffering, and in your 
wisdom to leave no means untried to afford relief.-

On June 18, 1812, the United States, against the almost unani
mous sentiment of New England, declared war against Great Britain. 
The news was received with an utter lack of the patriotic fervor that 
stirred the people at the breaking out of the Revolution. There was 
no call to arms, and even after war was declared there were meetings 
of protest. At a town meeting held in Jaffrey on the 14th of Sep
tember, nearly three months after the declaration of war, the senti
ment of the town found expression in action recorded by the town 
clerk as follows: 

In order that the sense of the town might be obtained in regard to the present 
calamitous war with England, a motion was made and seconded, that all those 
who are against the present war, should go to the east side of the broad aisle and 
all those who are in favor of the present war should go to the west side of the same 
aisle. 

The vote was taken pursuant to this motion and the Inhabitants by a great 
majority moved to the east side of the broad aisle, leaving only about ten or 
twelve on the west side, some of whom declared they did not vote at all; and it 
was judged that nearly or quite two hundred and twenty voters were present. 

William Pope, Eleazer Spofford and----------- were chosen 
a Committee to nominate and report three persons who shall be a Com•• of Dele
gates on the part of this town in a County Convention, there to aid and assist 
in devising and adopting such constitutional measures in regard to the perilous 
situation of the Country as shall be deemed expedient. The Com•• of Nomina
tion reported the names of Laban Ainsworth, Benjamin Prescott and Samuel 
Dakin, who were unanimously chosen Delegates for the purpose aforesaid, to 
whom were added by vote, Adonijah Howe, Benj. Kingsbury & wm Stevens. 

On October 13, 1812, a mass meeting of the entire County was held 
at Keene, with Colonel Benjamin Prescott of Jaffrey president of the 
day. More than fifteen hundred people took part in the demonstra
tion. The newspaper account of the occasion tells of the deep interest 
manifested in the proceedings when, as remarked by the Moderator, 
"Every countenance expressed concern." Perfect order and regu
larity prevailed. Sixty "Friends of Peace" from the small town of 
Sullivan marched in the procession. The town of Packersfield sent 
one hundred representative citizens. The towns of Jaffrey, Rindge, 
Dublin, and Fitzwilliam assembled at Gorham's Tavern in Marl
borough, where they were welcomed by a company from Keene, and 
with an escort of about four hundred men on horseback and citizens 
in carriages, the procession, nearly a mile in length, with David Carter 
as Marshal, marched to the appointed place of meeting in Keene. In 
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the center "a banner was displayed with the emphatical words, 
'Peace and Commerce'." It was "a gratifying spectacle which 
warmed the patriot's heart." 

It may be observed of this great and spontaneous gathering of the 
"Friends of Peace" in time of war that, however gratifying i'.t may 
have been to the patriot's heart, it was most inauspicious to the 
success of their arms in war already begun, and to the opposition 
party it smacked of disloyalty, or worse, and thereby created an 
intensity of partisanship in politics, perhaps unequaled in the history 
of the country. This feeling was further provoked by a quasi-political 
organization that came into existence at this time known as the 
Washington Benevolent Society. Its purpose was ostensibly to 
perpetuate the Washingtonian tradition and the constitutional prin
ciples of Washington and Hamilton. In other words, its object was 
the promotion of the interests of the Federal party in National poli
tics. In this movement, Jaffrey, as a strong supporter of the Feder
alist party and an active participant in the politics of the day, was 
among the towns in its vicinity to organize a branch of the society. 

In October, 1814, when the coast of New Hampshire was threat
ened by the British fleet, three thousand men of the State were called 
into service for periods ranging from a few days to three months. 
For this service Jaffrey loyally furnished eighteen men, who were 
placed under the command of Captain Oliver Warren. On October 
14, at a town meeting called for the purpose, "it was voted that, in 
addition to the sum allowed by Government to the soldiers who have 
volunteered and gone to Portsmouth, the town will make up each 
one's wages fifteen dollars a month. Also voted that there be three 
hundred Dollars assessed on the inhabitants of this town and col
lected for the purpose." The following Jaffrey soldiers were in 
service at Portsmouth: 

Oliver Warren, Captain 

Daniel Adams $11.20 Robert Goff $9.33 
Thomas Chadwick 10.69 Henry Hapgood 16.12 
David Chaplin 11.20 Stacy Hodskins 16.12 
Ethan Cutter 4.50 Moses Hunt 16 .12 
Isaac Cutter 20.78 Abel Nutting 16 .12 
Samuel Dutton 11. 00 Philip Peak 11. 29 
James Eaton 11.20 Moses Pierce 11. 20 
Walter Eaton 11.20 David Sawtell 11.20 
Austin George 10.44 Samuel Stratton 13.43 

Except in the achievements of its little navy which won renown by 
its victories over the British on the seas, and a few brilliant actions 

17 
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on land, among which may be named the battle of Lundy's Lane, or 
Niagara, of which Colonel James Miller of Peterborough and Temple, 
was the hero, and the famous battle of New Orleans, which redeemed 
the reputation of the American soldier and brought fame and the pres
idency of the Republic to Andrew Jackson, it cannot be said that 
the War of 1812 was of great credit to the contestants on either side. 

The war closed by the signing of the treaty of peace in Ghent, in 
Belgium, on December 14, 1814, but with a sailing vessel as the 
swiftest means of communication it happened that the greatest battle 
of the war, with a loss of two thousand men to the British forces, was 
fought nearly a month later, on January 8, 1815. The chief causes 
of trouble, the interference with American shipping and the impress
ment of seamen into the British service, were not mentioned in the 
treaty of peace, yet the final battle was not without its good effect, 
as it served to redeem the credit of the American army and inspired 
both belligerents with a wholesome respect for each other. It also 
cleared the air and prepared the way for the neighborly relations 
that in more than a hundred years have not been interrupted. 

THE WASHINGTON BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 

The Washington Benevolent Society was national in its scope and 
was closely confined to the period of the War of 1812. Its members 
called themselves "Friends of Peace," and, if not the original pro
moters, they were probably the strongest supporters of the demonstra
tion in Keene on October 13, 1812, when the "Friends of Peace" 
found special mention. No records of the society in Jaffrey have 
been found except in fragmentary references to its meetings among 
the papers of Samuel Litch, the schoolmaster, and in newspaper ad
vertisements of its meetings. It is probable that it was organized 
in 1812, the same year in which branches were formed in West
moreland, Walpole, and Keene. Among the Jaffrey members, 
whose names have been found, in connection with the society were 
some of the town's most prominent citizens, Reverend Laban Ains
worth, William Ainsworth, Esq., Dr. Adonijah Howe, Dr. Luke 
Howe, Francis Fletcher, Asa Brigham, and others. At one of its 
meetings in Jaffrey the society listened to an address by" A member" 
On the Industry of Washington. The finding of this manuscript 
among the Litch papers leaves no doubt as to the identity of the 
speaker. At another meeting there was a learned debate between 
the schoolmaster and minister in a clash of wits over the relative 
importance to the country of agriculture and commerce. Most of 
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the meetings were held in strict secrecy with drawn curtains and 
locked doors, but on special occasions such as Washington's birthday 
and the Fourth of July, public meetings were held in which, following 
a repast at some tavern where patriotic toasts were drunk, a pro
cession was formed and to the strains of martial music, the members 
with invited guests repaired to the meeting-house where they listened 
to an address, usually denominated an eloquent discourse, by some 
well-known orator. As a typical observance of Independence Day, 
the Jaffrey society, July 4, 1815, met at Brigham's Tavern at Jaffrey 
Center where, after the enjoyment of a formal dinner at $1.00 per 
plate, and listening to toasts appropriate to the day, the company 
marched to the Meeting-house where an oration was delivered by 
William Ainsworth, Esq., of Jaffrey. 

The successful termination of the War of 1812 by the victory of 
Jackson at New Orleans, January 8, 1815, so effectually discredited 
the Federalist party and its auxiliary, the Washington Benevolent 
Society, that it virtually ended the influence of both in national 
affairs. 

REPUBLICAN SIMPLICITY 

The hard soil of New England was the natural breeding ground of 
thrift, but considerable relaxation is found in the accounts of musters 
and occasions of public festivities when the purse strings were loosened 
and things were not done by halves. As a concession to the people 
in their lighter hours, occasional traveling shows were licensed at a 
period when there was no available public hall, and the place of ex
hibition was probably a tent on the Common. In 1831 a license was 
granted to a juggler, and later in the same year similar licenses to two 
jugglers. In this period extravagance had proceeded to such lengths 
that Governor Benjamin Pierce, in his message to the legislature in 
1829, felt it his duty to warn the people "not to expect to support the 
style of modern days," and strongly advised a "return to republican 
simplicity." Governor Pierce, one of the ablest and best of the old
time governors of the State, was the father of Franklin Pierce, Presi
dent of the United States, and, in the opinion of some, the greater of 
the two men. If the good Governor was apprehensive of the waste 
and extravagance of his day, we are left to wonder what he would 
have said could the veil have been lifted upon the orgy of waste and 
extravagance that was to befall the State and Nation he loved and 
honored, one hundred years after his warning. 

The wages of labor in this period had greatly advanced over former 
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years, but they do not seem extravagant from the modern view. In 
1839 the town "voted ten cents per hour for each hour of man's 
faithful labor on the highway, and eight cents per hour for each hour 
of faithful labor of a yoke of oxen." 

BELL RINGING 

Fortunately for the memory of the Good Old Times there was one 
luxury which the people allowed to themselves against which no 
complaint is recorded. As soon as their means permitted, every 
town looked forward to a steeple on its meeting-house in which might 
hang the town bell, to be the voice of the people and the call to wor
ship and public duty. Bell ringing as a means of communication was 
a custom in the older towns brought by the people from their early 
homes in Europe. Like the modern fire alarm it had its code under
stood by all the people. It was the clock and glass to travelers and 
to workers in the field. The first church bells were imported, but 
when they became common in New England, it was a matter of 
special pride to a town to own a bell from the foundry of Paul Revere. 

Among the Monadnock townships Fitzwilliam was the first to own 
a bell. Its first bell from the Revere foundry was bought in 1815. 
This was destroyed when the meeting-house was struck by lightning 
and burned after only nine Sabbaths' use. On the succeeding house 
a heavier bell was hung, weighing 1,128 pounds, and was used until 
1881, when it was cracked by ringing on a cold night. It was re
placed by one presumably still in use. Rindge bought a bell in 1817, 
and Dublin in the following year. 

The example of these neighbors could not fail to arouse a similar 
interest in Jaffrey, which led to the building of the present shapely 
steeple on the old Meeting-house, which was paid for by private sub
scription with the expectation that with this provided, the town 
would supply the bell. In February, 1823, the town voted to accept 
the belfry as a part of the Meeting-house, and at the same meeting 
voted to purchase a bell to be paid for by the sale of additional pew 
ground in the Meeting-house at that time "occupied by the body 
seats on the lower floor." On the 20th of the same month, the town 
bought from the Revere foundry its 282nd bell, which was received 
March, 1823, and placed in the new tower of the only meeting-house 
in town at that time. The cost of the bell in Boston was $440.30. It 
was used constantly until 1850, when it was cracked, but was soon 
after recast by Henry N. Hooper of Boston. For many years it con
tinued its service until after the installation of the town clock, since 
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which it has served as a clock bell, except for occasional use upon 
events of ceremony or special importance. In 1824 it was voted to 
raise money to ring and toll the bell, a custom that was continued 
until after the Civil War. 

Upon the erection of the Baptist Meeting-house in 1830, an appeal 
was made to the town to provide a bell, or to assist in its purchase 
by the Baptist Society. This proposal was rejected, but in 1835 in 
addition to providing for the ringing of the Town House bell, the 
selectmen were authorized to contract for ringing the bell on the 
Baptist Meeting-house "for religious meetings and at 12 by the clock 
at noon and at 9 by the clock in the evening on every day of the week 
except Sundays, and on Sundays at eight by the clock in the evening, 
also for deaths and funerals when required and for fires should any 
happen, and also the towns bell on all town meeting days." 

In 1825, the following "Regulations to be observed respecting the 
ringing the bell" were adopted and were continued without change 
for many years. 

The bell shall be rung precisely at twelve o'clock at noon and at nine at night 
on each day of the week, Sundays excepted, and be rung at least five minutes 
each time. 

On Sundays from the annual fast to thanksgiving it shall be rung at half past 
nine A. M. and half past ten and again one hour after the morning service is ended 
and at eight P. M. and shall ring five minutes at each time and at the last time in 
the forenoon and in afternoon before meeting after ringing at least five minutes 
it shall toll till the preacher enter the pulpit and then cease. 

On any death happening and application being made it shall be rung sufficiently 
to give notice and then strike four times four for a man and three times three for 
a woman and twice two for a child, and strike their ages respectively. 

On town meetings and other public days it shall be rung so much as the select
men shall direct. 

In case of fire it shall be rung as fast as possible and as long as shall be neces
sary. 

From the annual Thanksgiving to Fast it shall ring at ten o'clock and at Eleven 
and again in one half hour after the forenoon session is over and at eight P. M. 
and toll as before mentioned. 

Should the person who undertakes to ring the bell fail to ring the bell regularly 
as is stated in these conditions the selectmen reserve the right of making such 
deductions from pay as they shall think reasonable. 
March 12, 1825. 

A bell in the steeple of an old New England meeting-house meant 
as much and more to the people of the old days as an imported carillon 
in a singing tower means to the luxurious and populous communities 
of wealth and culture today. It was their only concession to senti
ment, the poetry of sound in joy and sorrow, and their first use of 
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the language of emotion that is above words and universal in its ap
peal. A New England town without a bell was a people without a 
voice, a community of the dead. What a gap in the memory of the 
old times, were there no church bells speaking of time and eternity! 
Never in the city street is the message quite the same as in the clear 
air of the country when on a June Sabbath morning the church bell 
speaks,-then even the atheist owns a God. 

The church bells of New England had their code known by all. 
There was the note of alarm in the fast ringing bell that made the 
steeple rock and creak when fire, the uncontrollable scourge of the 
forest or the treacherous enemy of homes, raged in some home or out
lying forest. It might be that a child was lost or an enemy was at 
the door, when they heard the bell calling them to come like armed 
men with their buckets and their guns and their lanterns to lend their 
aid in need. It might be the joyful acclaim of a battle won by their 
soldiers far away, or the wedding bell for some one they knew. It 
summoned them to church in tones more appealing than the law of 
the tythingman or the preacher's warning from the pulpit week by 
week. It carried the message of death in their midst to the far 
corners of the town when there was no other instantaneous means 
of communication. 

What did it mean when the bell struck at an unwonted hour? It 
brought a hundred people to their doors, with questioning eyes and 
lips. Men stopped at their labors in the field and stood in silence as 
they counted. It was not a fire because the ringing was in the tempo 
of the ordinary Sabbath day summons. They waited in suspense the 
five minute prelude that seemed to say, "Hear all ye people!" Would 
it be four times four, three times three, or two times two? Was it a 
man, a woman, or a little child who had gone from their midst? One 
-two-three-four-it is a man. One-two-three-four-someone 
may have missed a stroke. Again and again it is repeated to make 
the message sure. Now every one knows a man and neighbor is 
gone. What family is bereft? Is he old or young? Waves of in
tense solemnity roll away over the hills and waters as the deep-toned 
bell takes up its tolling the years of the dead. Everyone counts; 
there is much sickness about. Twenty and thirty and forty years 
have passed their count and still the bell goes on. A sense of relief 
comes to a few; it is not the friend for whom they feared they must 
mourn. Fifty and sixty and seventy-all nature is hushed while the 
sexton completes the count. The plow-horse in the furrow droops 
his head and waits. Eighty and eighty-one, and it does not stop. 
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Eighty-four-eighty-five-eighty-six does not come. It is finished. 
Women, standing in the dooryards with their work aprons over their 
heads as improvised hoods, go back to their household duties, weep
ing. Some one known to all has gone from among the living and 
saddened by their loss the people take up their daily tasks again. 

The bell at the old Meeting-house was rung, at least to mark the 
noonday, until April 1, 1904. But by 1906 the people at Jaffrey 
Center missed the sound to such a degree that the present town clock 
was installed at an expense of $553, $350 being appropriated and 
$203 being raised by popular subscription. The Baptist bell at East 
Jaffrey was rung until about 1880, when a transfer was made to the 
Universalist bell as being of louder tone and nearer the center of the 
village. When in 1884 a town clock was installed in the latter bel
fry, the noon bell was discontinued. 

People had a fancy for ringing bells and there was no lack of appli
cants at a pittance of pay-about thirty-five dollars annually. As 
the bell-ringers paused on the down pull on the rope they listened to 
hear the full round tones roll away over the hills to catch the anti
phon as of deep calling to deep, of the kindred bell in its distant un
seen tower. Something of haunting beauty was lost, a voice of the 
old New England peace was silenced when in the name of progress 
the bells in the steeples of Jaffrey ceased to send out their message of 
peace and brotherhood to all the people. 

THE LITERARY AND SURPLUS REVENUE FUNDS 

For many years references are found in the Jaffrey town records to 
the Literary and Surplus Revenue Funds, the incomes of which were 
applied to public uses by vote at the annual March meeting. The 
history of these funds is not at present generally known and may be 
briefly stated as follows: 

In 1820 a law was enacted in New Hampshire imposing upon banks 
an annual tax of one-half of one per cent of their capital, to create 
an endowment for a second college in the State. The fund so created, 
known as the Literary Fund, was allowed to accumulate until it 
amounted to more than fifty thousand dollars, when, as a more equit
able apportionment of this revenue, it was decided to distribute it 
among the towns of the State to be used at their discretion for edu
cational purposes. The income apportioned to Jaffrey, in an average 
amount of about three hundred dollars annually, was usually added 
to the appropriation for the support of the schools. Income from 
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this source was received without interruption until 1922 after which 
it appears in larger amount as the Savings Bank tax. 

The Surplus Revenue Fund was a windfall, unparalleled in our 
history, from the National Government to the states. During the 
administration of President Jackson the National Government had 
accumulated a surplus revenue of thirty-six million dollars, which by 
vote of Congress, was distributed to the states of the Union. The 
share of New Hampshire in this bounty, paid to the state in 1836, 
was $800,000 which, following the example of Congress, was dis
tributed among the towns of the state. While the final disposition 
of this fund was pending in the legislature the people of Jaffrey, with 
a rare humanitarian spirit not sustained by the legislature, voted 
ninety-one in favor and none in opposition, to instruct their repre
sentative "to vote to take part or the whole as may be necessary of 
the Surplus Revenue which may be received by the state and appro
priate it for building an insane hospital." In this action, which 
failed of adoption by the legislature, the people of Jaffrey seem to 
have followed the recommendation of Governor Dinsmore who 
shortly before had recommended the erection of such an institution 
by the State. 

Oliver Prescott was appointed agent in Jaffrey to receive this fund 
which amounted at the time of its distribution in 1840 to $3,950, or 
with accrued interest to a little more than four thousand dollars. 
The money was loaned by the town to responsible citizens and kept 
in a special account, the income being annually appropriated for the 
support of schools. An annual report of the agent of this fund is re-
corded until about 1860 when it was apparently merged in the general 
funds of the town. The income from these funds when added to the 
regular appropriation for school purposes required by law was of 
material advantage to the schools for the many years during which 
its distribution was continued. 

THE w AR WITH MEXICO 

The War with Mexico in 1845 made little stir in rural New Eng
land, and no action or call for volunteers has been found in the rec
ords of the town of Jaffrey. Three companies for the Ninth Regi
ment, U. S. Infantry, of which he was commander, were recruited 
in New Hampshire by Franklin Pierce, afterward President of the 
United States. Two men from Jaffrey, David Cutter and George 
F. Cutter, were credited with military service in this war. 
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THE FEDERAL CENSUS OF 1850 
If we may talk of epochs in a country town less than two hundred 

years old, the National Census of 1850 affords us our first means 
for such a delimitation in the history of Jaffrey. It fixes a turning 
point between agriculture and manufacturing as the principal source 
of subsistance of the people. In this compilation we have for the 
first time a complete list of our population with names, ages, places 
of birth, and occupations of all the people. Three sources of motive 
power then available are reported and classified. They were hand 
power, as used in the manual trades and domestic industry, horse 
power, and the power of falling water. At this time no steam engine 
had made its appearance in Jaffrey. The town was settled with a 
homogeneous, thrifty, working population evenly distributed through
out the township. The fields and pastures were cleared, the hills 
were cultivated to the summits, the herds were increasing, and the 
harvests were larger year by year. Thirteen school houses, con
veniently located at the crossroads in various sections of the town, 
overflowed with healthy children who could look forward to no 
happier lot than to settle upon and improve the homesteads of their 
fathers. 

New religious denominations arose and new meeting-houses were 
built and paid for out of the plenty produced by the farms. Roads 
were improved and city markets were opened. The Third New 
Hampshire Turnpike Road, the forerunner of the railroad, in the 
early eighteen hundreds cut its wide track from northwest to south
east through the center of the township, and the doors were opened 
to the trade of the world. 

Notwithstanding these advantages and generally improved living 
conditions, there was little increase in population from 1800 to the 
outbreak of the Civil War. During this period few farms were 
abandoned and the old district schools held their numbers, the pas
tures furnished a good share of the farmer's income and the largest 
part of the food consumed was raised in the town. In 1800 we had 
nearly the full complement of people for an agricultural community 
with its associated handicraftsmen and tradesmen. The natural 
increase of population was balanced by emigration, keeping the 
number of inhabitants practically unchanged. From 1820, when the 
town had 1,340 inhabitants, to 1830, an increase of only fourteen in 
population is recorded. The clearing of lands suitable for tillage 
was nearly done. It was during this period that most of the miles 
upon miles of stone wall, bounding and subdividing farms into fields 



266 HISTORY OF JAFFREY 

and pastures, were built. The improvement of land already under 
cultivation and the building anew of outgrown houses and barns 
on nearly every farm kept the people fully employed and no one able 
to work needed to be idle. These labors called for more house
wrights or carpenters. There was permanence in all they did, but 
already there were signs of change. The little mills by the water
falls were finding a wider market. Wood turning became a skilled 
craft furnishing many household and farm utensils. They made 
spinning wheels, flax wheels, rolling pins and clothes pins and clocks. 
The blacksmiths had trip-hammers operated by water power with 
which they forged axes and scythes. 

After 1800 the people rode in chaises over the improved highways 
instead of on horseback. A few of the well-to-do were taxed for 
carriages. For Sundays the women wore silk and the men wore 
broadcloth. The inventories of the town stores show goods in as
tonishing wealth and variety. In John Wright's stock in trade, in 
the store now owned by Simon Abbott, were listed in an account of 
stock two thousand yards of cloth in great variety, royal purple and 
royal pearl merino, black, red, blue, and figured bombazett, cassi
meres, broadcloths, figured velvet vestings, ginghams, cambric, and 
calico, besides everyday varieties too numerous to mention. 

But the idyllic charm of rural New England was not to remain 
unruffled in Jaffrey. There were too many waterfalls inviting Yan
kee ingenuity to harness their strength to do the day's work. Far 
up the Mountain Stream, in the early part of the century, had been 
set up a loom to make broadcloth by water power. Corporations 
which combined the financial resources of many under one manage
ment came into being after the War of 1812, with the first Crockery 
Ware Factory and the First Cotton and Woolen Factory that built 
the old wooden factory and changed the name of Spofford's Mills to 
Factory Village. The first cotton factory in New Hampshire was 
built in 1803 in New Ipswich, and Peterborough and Jaffrey were not 
far behind, the former building its first cotton mill in 1810 or 1811, 
and Jaffrey three years later, 1814. In 1823 a dozen men of courage 
and means became incorporated as the Cheshire Manufacturing 
Company and built a cotton factory on the site of our present Cheshire 
Factory. It was burned in 1828, but with courage undaunted was 
rebuilt of brick, larger and better than before. These enterprises 
made the start and suffered the penalties of pioneers in enterprise. 
They limped more than they ran, but on every failure there were 
new adventurers to carry on the undertaking. In 1844 the master 
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came whose enterprise and courage was to change the character of 
the town. This man was Alonzo Bascom, who bought the old 
wooden cotton mill and made it pay. He built boarding houses and 
brought in foreign help. 

By the Census of 1850, Jaffrey had 1,497 inhabitants, an increase in 
population due in large measure to the growth of manufacturing and 
the mechanical trades. The products of industry had reached a total 
of $103,962, of which that of the water mills alone was $85,822. The 
valuation of real and personal estate for tax purposes was for this 
year $488,398. There were thirteen common or district schools with 
fourteen teachers and 496 pupils, and an academy with two teachers 
and 50 pupils. Of one thousand dollars voted for support of schools, 
$760 was raised by taxation and $240 from other sources, part of 
which was derived from two public funds, the Surplus Revenue and 
Literary Funds, heretofore mentioned. Of criminals in prison, Jaf
frey had none. The average wage of farm hands was $13 a month 
with board but no limit on hours of labor. Day laborers received 
seventy-five cents a day with board or one dollar without. Car
penters received $1.50 a day, a considerable advance from previous 
years. Female domestic help, if competent, received $1.50 a week 
with board, and hours of labor from sun to sun. 

At this time one hundred and sixty-eight farms were found by the 
census taker, with a total cash valuation of $332,750, or sixty-eight 
per cent of the taxable property of the town. The value of the farm 
products is difficult to ascertain with accuracy but probably 
equaled that of the mechanical industry. Wool was grown on prac
tically every farm, every town had its carding and fulling mills as 
aids to the home industries of spinning and weaving not yet surren
dered to the water mills. The original English and Scotch-Irish 
stock was still dominant in the town. The famine in Ireland in 1846 
had brought hardly more than a dozen immigrants, some of whom 
were skilled weavers who came to work in the new mills. 

Of the different occupations listed by the census enumerator, there 
were 218 farmers and 107 common laborers, a total of 325, far out
numbering the mechanical trades. There were twenty-three carpen
ters, fourteen shoemakers, nine blacksmiths, four mechanics or ma
chinists, seven clergymen, one teacher,* five merchants and traders, 
five tanners, three painters and glaziers, five manufacturers of wooden 
ware, two millers, two tailors, two peddlers, two cabinet makers, 

* Fifteen women teachers in the district schools and academy are not included in the teaching 
profession as here enumerated. 
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three physicians, two students, two clerks, one printer, one dentist, 
one druggist, one harnessmaker, one wheelwright, one stage driver, 
one teamster, one tinman, one inventor, one penman, and thirteen 
manufacturers, including skilled English and Irish mill workers pre
sumably weavers on power looms. 

OLD VILLAGE BLACKSMITH SHOP-THOMAS ANNETT
1
S NEW SHOD 

OXEN LEAVING-"BILL" SAWYER, TEAMSTER 

At the end of the period that we have called the Good Old Times, 
Jaffrey, with its Turnpike, an open road from Boston to Canada, its 
post office, its cotton mills, its farms, and cattle business, was "sitting 
pretty" on the top of the world. It began to indulge in reminis
cences of the old times, meaning the days before 1800, of which the 
elders could still speak from personal knowledge. There might be 
more people, their mills might be larger, there would be greater 
ease and comfort, but there would be nothing new under the sun. 




